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To: Daniel Duncan From: Bud Leber

Fax: (206) 553-8509 Fax: (509) 927-6095

Phone: (206) 553-6693 Phone: (509) 927-6554

SUBJECT: Draft Letter on DC 4

Dan,
Per my voice mail message, attached is a draft of the letter concerning coatings on our
DC 4 project.

Rest regards,
Bud Leber
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.Draft.

June 28, 2006

Mr. Daniel Duncan
US EPA Region 10
Office of Compliance & Enforcement
1200 SIxth Avenue
Seattle, WA 98101

RE: Kaiser Aluminum — Trentwood Works
Status of PCB Cleanup at the DC 4 Casting Complex

Dear Mr. Duncan:

Thank you for taking the time to talk with us the week of June 19, 2006 regarding
the PCB cleanup work we have been undertaking this summer at the DC 4
Casting Complex. As discussed, we write to seek confirmation from EPA that we
can proceed with coating the porous surfaces of the Mechanical Tunnel, the Mold
Water Pit and the Casting Pit with two coats of Wisechem that are not contrasting
colors.

As discussed in our submittal of February 2006, the PCB cleanup at the DC 4
Casting Complex involves the following three areas: the Mechanical Tunnel, the
Mold Water Pit and the Casting Pit. EPA’s March 28, 2008 approval of Kaiser s
proposed PCB Remedlation Plan for these areas specified that continued use of
PCB contaminated porous surfaces must be in compliance with 40 C.F.R.
§761.30(p). This regulatory provision requires that such surfaces be completely
covered with “[t]wo solvent resistant and water repellent coatings of contrastinj
colors to allow for a visual detection of wear through or loss of outer coating
integrity.”

The three DC 4 Casting Complex areas are associated with the casting of molten
aluminum. Therefore, certain precautions must be taken to prevent molten mJtal
explosions. One of these preventative measures Is the coating of all concrete
and steel surfaces. Coatings are applied, among other reasons, to prevent mota]
oxides from contacting molten aluminum and subsequently promoting molten
metal explosions. Only coatings That have been tested and endorsed by the
AlumInum Association are used in this service and may be used to coat porou;
surfaces in the Mechanical Tunnel, Mold Water Pit and Casting Pit areas.
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initially, Kaiser’s understanding was that it was technically feasible to tint the
endorsed coating material (Wisechem) or to apply a contrasting color primer.
When the time came to purchase the coating materials, the supplier informed us
that, after checking with the manufacturer, the tinting would invalidate the
Aluminum Association’s endorsement. Kaiser also contacted the Aluminum
Association and was informed that tinting would indeed invalidate their
endorsement and that the full testing protocol would need to be conducted for the
tinted material. Kaiser was also informed that metal oxides are used for the
tinting process and that the testing of other tinted coatings had shown them to be
molten metal explosion promoters and thus were not endorsed by the Aluminum
Association.

Kaiser proposes to cover all porous surfaces at the three areas described above
with two coats of Wisechem having the same color. We are currently unawaro of
any means to obtain contrasting colors of a coating that will comply with the
molten metal explosion prevention safeguards that must be in place. These
safeguards also include routine inspections and maintenance of the condition of
the coatings. While there would not be contrasting colors to identify a breaching
of the outer coating layer, the molten metal explosion prevention inspections of
the coating’s Integrity will provide an equivalent validation of the condition of the
coating. It should also be noted that these three areas are not routine work
areas and are only accessed for required maintenance and Inspections.

Kaiser respectfully requests EPA’s confirmation that Kaiser can proceed with
coating the areas in question with a double coat of Wisechem having the same
color. If you should have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (SOE)
927-6554.

Sincerely,

Bernard P. Leber, Jr.
Environmental Engineering Manager


